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Problem

Description

You installed AB for Web on an OS X system. AB for Web provides a browser-based
interface to an OS X address book.

While verifying your setup, your tried to connect to AB for Web from another
system in your local network. Your favorite browser shows an error message, that
the requested resource could not be loaded.

Browsers and web-server communication by a network protocol knows as TCP/IP
and so called Uniform Resource Locators [URLs]. A URL describes, which server
provides data and how to connect to the server.

A typical URL like
http://192.168.1.20:8080/wab?op=welcome
is composes of these part:

http://

... indicates a technique to retrieve web pages or download files. More technically,
http: is called the schema.

192.168.1.20

... indicates the address of the server. Think of the address as the based phone
number of the party to connect to

8080

... indicates the port to connect with. Think of the port as the extension of a the
party to connect to

wab?op=welcome

... indicates the name of the resource to download.

The above sample URL requires the port 8080 to be enabled on the server named
192.168.1.20.

Most operating system use a firewall to enable or disable ports. Apple Computer’s
OS X system isn’t an exception.

In case you can’t connect to your application running on your server system, you
need to enable one or more ports.

The next section explains, how to enable a port to access turingart’s AB for Web.
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Enabling AB for Web

Task summary

To complete this TechNote, you need to perform these steps:

« Identify or change AB for Web’s TCP/IP port setting
« Change OS Xs firewall settings and add a new port
« Verify correct setting using another computer

Time required: 10 minutes.



Verifying AB for Web's port

Open AB for Web’s ‘Preferences...’ menu and select the ‘General’ tab:

0o Preferences

{ General | Server Names Manager Security Updates

Define TCP/IP Communication Parameters

Port 8080
gndvenise as Bonjours Service

] Auto-Enable Server

Please use ports in range 1025-60000.

(" Revert to Defaults ) @
e

Inspect the field named ‘Port’ and keep it for further use.

In this sample, we use port ‘8080’.

Note: On most modern operating systems, ports smaller than 1025 are so called
privileged ports.

Although you may assign any free port to AB for Web, you need additional
administrative access rights to use port smaller than 1025.

‘We propose to use a ‘high’ port number like 8080 or 9o9o.

On the server to run AB for Web, you need to add a special firewall rule to accept
‘Web-Browser request from other systems.

The next step explains how to change OS X’s firewall.
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Changing OS X's firewall
Open OS X’s system preferences:

een System Preferences

() () a
B = B e Q

Appearance Dashboard & Desktop & Dock International Security Spotlight
Exposé Screen Saver

Hardware

© ® 9 - O A

CDs & DVDs Displays Energy Keyboard &  Print & Fax Processor Sound
Saver Mouse

Internet & Network

® @ a

Netwark QuickTime Sharing
System
— i
: L 4 @
2L 9 & @ § @
Accounts Classic Date & Time Software Speech Startup Disk Universal
Update Access
Other
Growl

Click on ‘Sharing’ and select ‘Firewall”:

Sharing

Computer Name: x2

‘Other computers on your local subnet can access

your computer at x2.local

I Services | Firewall | Internet '

Firewall On
Click Stop to allow incoming network communication to all services and
il ports.
Allow: = On Description New...

Personal File Sharing

Windows Sharing _
Personal Web Sharing

Remote Login - S5H
Apple Remote Desktop
Remote Apple Events

o
s
Printer Sharing v Advanced. .

To use FTP to retrieve files while the firewall is on, enable passive FTP mode using the Proxies
tab in Network Preferences. @

<l

n
[‘i Click the lock to prevent further changes.



Click on ‘New...” to add a new rule and select ‘Other’ in this dialog:

Specify a port on which you would like to receive networking traffic.
Other ports can be specified by selecting ‘Other’ in the Port Name
popup. Then enter a the port name and a number (or a range or series
of port numbers) along with a description.

Port Name: | Other =)

TCP Port Number(s):

UDP Port Number(s):

Description

R

Set “TCP Port Number(s)’ to 8080 {or any other port number, you defined earlier}
and set its description to AB for Web’:

Specify a port on which you would like to receive networking traffic.
Other ports can be specified by selecting ‘Other’ in the Port Name
popup. Then enter a the port name and a number (or a range or series
of port numbers) along with a description.

Port Name: | Other B3}

TCP Port Number(s): 8080

UDP Port Number(s):

Description: AB for WeH

(Gancel)

The ‘“TCP Port’ field needs to correspond to AB for Web’s settings. The description
can be any text, since it is meant for humans, not for OS X itself.

ote: As mentioned earlier, you need special administrative privileges to se
Note: A tioned earlier, y: d special ad trative privileges to set “TCP
port’ to values less than 1025.

In case you don’t know of administrative login details, ask your system manager for
assistance.

Finally, click on ‘OK’. Your new entry will appear in ‘Sharing’s ‘Firewall’ settings:

860 Sharing

e CR—

Computer Name: x2

Other computers on your local subnet can access

your computer at x2.local (Edit.. )
{ Services | Firewall | Internet
Firewall On
( stop ) Click Stop to allow incoming network communication to all services and
L3P J pons
Allow: | On_ Description (" New.. )
| Apple Remote Desktop 2
_ Remote Apple Events (_ Edit.. )
Printer Sharin ——
= 9 Delete
] iChat Bonjour
[ iTunes Music Sharing
(] iPhoto Bonjour Sharing
™ Network Time s
i AB for Web v | (_Advanced.. )
To use FTP to retrieve files while the firewall is on, enable passive FTP mode using the Proxies
tab in Network Preferences. @

_ﬂ
[k Click the lock to prevent further changes.

The next step explains how to verify your settings.
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Verifying your settings

Activate AB for Web’s main window and click on ‘Browser’:

0o Monitor

[ Server enabled Browse

Name turingart demo

Network | NIC-0:192.168.1.20 |+

AB 5ize 754

Processed 39

22:36 Uhr: NEWS: Update finished

22:35 Uhr: NEWS: Updating feeds... m
22:26 Uhr: NEWS: Update finished
22:25 Uhr: NEWS: Updating feeds...
22:16 Uhr: NEWS: Update finished

N AE Al RIFCWAIC: Ll cdntinem Fonde

Your browser should open an URL like this one:
http://192.168.1.20:8080/wab?op=welcome

In case you don’t see AB for Web’s “Welcome Page’, AB for Web isn’t enabled.
Activate AB for Web’s main window and check ‘Server enabled’.

Check the above URL again. Once AB for Web’s “Welcome Page’ appears, proceed.

Copy this URL to a browser running on another system and load the URL. Since
the server system’s allows to connect to AB for Web, you should see a page similar
to this one:

l 8ene AB for Web - (C) 2005 turingart [CUBIC GmbH]
« [ + | @ hup://192.168.1.20:8080/wablop=welcome ~(Q~ Google Y
L .

[0 Adressbuchv Bonjourv Internet & W...eb Services Yellow Duck Kinder WIKI FritzlBox QualityUnit PuNBB DHS vCard 3>

[ wspit | Hspit | sertings.. | turingart \r.
[ Start ’ Contacts ’ Groups ‘ Companies ] Birthdays ’ Tasks ‘ Board ’ News |
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Welcome, to ‘AB for Web"!
New views for address book

What's new?

'AB for Web' [ABfW] is (' turingart's simple solution to access 0S X' address book from any browser enabled system in your
local network.

For now, that's all what ABfW does provide. But, stay tuned! We'll soon release new features far beyound a simple browser
address book interface.

N/

Need more?

Do you like ABAW but need other features? Don't hestitate to send a short email to ' support@turingart.com. We are
happy to learn from you! We listen and we act!

Through the browser
To make a long story short: Just browse around and try what's available! It's definitely more fun to see what's happening,
than to read what might happen.
s
Any recent browser capable of CS5 [Cascading Style Sheets] is fine for ABfW. Moreover, please enable so called cookies,
= Rl
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